
Lesson Plan - AP Psychology
(S=Standard E=Essential Question A=Activator T=Teaching Strategies S=Summarizer  HW=Homework D=Differentiation)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

SSPBF4: The student will 
describe how the physical 
world is translated into a 
psychological experience.  
(And sub-standards A-E)

SSPBC1:  The student will 
identify the 
characteristics and major 
approaches to learning.
SSPBC1A:  Identify learning 
as a relatively permanent 
change in behavior based 
on experience.

SSPBC1:  The student will 
identify the 
characteristics and major 
approaches to learning?
SSPBC1A - Identify learning 
as a relatively permanent 
change in behavior based 
on experience.
SSPBC1AC - Compare and 
contrast the paradigms of 
classical and operant 
conditioning.

SSPBC1:  The student will 
identify the 
characteristics and major 
approaches to learning?
SSPBC1A - Identify learning 
as a relatively permanent 
change in behavior based 
on experience.
SSPBC1AC - Compare and 
contrast the paradigms of 
classical and operant 
conditioning

SSPBC1:  The student will 
identify the 
characteristics and major 
approaches to learning?
SSPBC1A - Identify learning 
as a relatively permanent 
change in behavior based 
on experience.
SSPBC1AC - Compare and 
contrast the paradigms of 
classical and operant 
conditioning

SSPBC1:  The student will 
identify the 
characteristics and major 
approaches to learning?
SSPBC1A - Identify learning 
as a relatively permanent 
change in behavior based 
on experience.
SSPBC1B - Explain the 
behavioral approach to 
learning.
SSPBC1D - Describe 
changes in behavior using 
the social learning theory.

E - All previously studied 
Essential Questions over 
Sensation & Perception 
(SSPBF4)

What is learning?  

How do people acquire 
learning?

E:  What are the underlying 
principles of classical 
conditioning?

How does classical 
conditioning impact 
behavior and learning?

What are the applications 
and limitations to classical 
conditioning?

E:  What are the underlying 
principles of operant 
conditioning (OC)?

How does OC impact 
behavior and learning?

What are the applications 
and limitations to OC?

What types of reinforcement 
& reinforcements schedules 
are most effective?

E:  What are the underlying 
principles of operant 
conditioning (OC)?

How does OC impact 
behavior and learning?

What are the applications 
and limitations to OC?

What types of reinforcement 
& reinforcements schedules 
are most effective

E: How do people learn 
from social interactions?

How can the behavioral 
approach improve study 
habits and personal student 
performance?



A:  Review KaHoot Game 
on Sensation & Perception

A:  9.1 Vocabulary Guide A:  KaHoot! On Classical 
Conditioning

A. KaHoot!  on Operant 
Conditioning

A. Vocabulary Activity on 
Social Learning

T:  Review the guided 
reading activity.

Students will take the 
Sensation & Perception 
Summative Assessment 
(Socrative or Paper)

As students finish the 
summative assessment, 
they will begin working on 
the Reading Guide for 
Chapter 9/Section 1

On the class has finished, 
the class will unpack 
standard & unit guide

Discussion:  
What is Learning?
What does Learning look 
like? 
How do we learn?  
What is the difference 
between education and 
learning?

T:  Quiz on Socrative.  
Students may use notes.

Brief lecture on Classical 
Conditioning (w/PPT)
- what is classical 

conditioning?
- How does CC work in 

theory?

Demonstration on CC w/ 
student volunteer.
- students will identify the 

variables in the 
demonstration.

- How did the stimulus 
impact behavior?

Working with a partner, 
students will analyze a 
series of scenarios to 
identify the different 
variables in CC.

Discussion:
- How do we use CC for 

learning?
- What are practical 

applications for CC?
- What are its limitations
- Applications in 

classroom?

T:  Classical Conditioning 
Quiz (Socrative)

Brief lecture on Operant 
Conditioning (supported by 
PPT)

Demonstration on Operant 
Conditioning using student 
volunteer.

Students will read about 
and create a table on the 
types of reinforcement and 
reinforcement schedules of 
operant conditioning?

Students will analyze a 
series of scenarios to 
identify the different 
variables in operant 
conditioning.

Working with a partner, 
students will create and 
conduct a short experiment 
in operant conditioning.

Vocabulary Activity on 
Operant Conditioning

T: Students will analyze a 
series of scenarios to 
identify the variables and 
reinforcement schedules.

Brief Lecture/Discussion on 
Discrimination and 
Avoidance in OC
 
Operant Conditioning Quiz 
(Socrative)

Students will compare and 
contrast classical and 
operant conditioning using a 
Venn Diagram.

With a partner, students will 
analyze a series of 
scenarios to determine if 
they are classical or operant 
conditioning.

Debrief analysis activity as 
a class.
 
Given a scenario, students 
will determine if it is 
classical or operant and 
identify its variables by 
responding in a paragraph.

T: Working with a partner, 
analyze a scenario to 
determine if it is CC or OC.

Socrative Quick Check on 
determining if a situation is 
CC or OC

Brief Lecture w/Discussion 
on Social Learning

Social Learning 
Demonstration and debrief.

Working with a partner, 
students will create and 
conduct a short experiment 
using social learning.

S4QR Explanation and 
practice

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday



S: ReCap Video Summary 
What is Learning?

S:  Analyze a Scenario of 
CC in action.  Write a 
paragraph identifying the 
different variables.

S:  ReCap Video summary 
on Operant Conditioning.

S:  ReCap Video on 
comparing CC and OC.

S:  ReCap Video

HW:  Watch Crash Course 
Sensation/Perception & 
Complete Viewing Guide

HW:  Review Learning, Part 
1  Quizlet on CC.  Watch 
Crash Course #12 & 
complete viewing guide

HW - review notes/readings 
on Operant Conditioning 

HW:  Watch Crash Cours 
#13 and complete viewing 
guide

HW - Have a great 
Weekend!  

D:  selective partnering for 
experiment & help with lab

D:  Selective Grouping

Notes & Quizlet provided on 
paper as needed

D:  Quiz can be read aloud, 
completed digitally, or on 
paper.

Selective pairs

Selective choice on case 
study based on reading 
level.

D:  Quiz can be read aloud, 
completed digitally, or on 
paper

Selective grouping

Review Pull-Out for select 
students

Notes & Quizlet provided

D:  Selective Grouping

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday


